Minutes: Drastic Plastic Group Meeting: Thursday 11thApril, 2019 at The Allengrange Arms, Munlochy

Present: Penny, Jimmie, Alaine, Konia, Julie, Peter, Heather, Trish

1. Apologies: Martin& Penny, Anne, Birgit, 

	Item
	Discussion
	Action

	2. Minutes
	6thDecember 2018 & 21st March 2019: Approved
	

	3. Matters Arising 
3.

Matters Arising

Contd.


	Dropbox: see Item 6

RoWAN: check to see if funds have been received

Science Festival:

Stand details now confirmed with Festival Organisers

Festival Website: Activities description has been sent to them

Drastic Plastic banner:(Julie wanting bottle tops)

Plastic Waste Bunting

TBI leaflets for stand

DP group: ‘Who we are & What we are about’Information poster

Activities: 4 activities to be run on day:

1. Sort the Waste into Blue or Green Bin: H/Land Council Waste Aware Team

2. Find the litter on the beach:

3. Match the plastic packaging with a ‘non plastic’ alternative:

4. Do the quiz sheet to find out how long each waste item takes to biodegrade: 

Expertise: To be provided by The Waste Aware Team

FAQ’s re Plastic Waste Recycling: group to be asked again: need feedback: to go on H/Land Council Recycling website

Plastic Recycling local Facilities: Waste Aware Team are working on a more in-depth leaflet 

H/Land Recycling Waste Aware Banner: 

8 Volunteers needed on the day: 7 so far. Email group again. 

UHI: See Item 4

Film Night: See item 5

TBI Waste Event: Held at Munlochy(RANK was not a TBI event)

DP group own Q & A session with Waste Aware: Held at last meeting. A thank you has been emailed.

Markets:Suggested to see how science fair goes as could use some of the format, if successful.

Poster for stand: Inverness College Art students: College not further approached, as original contact, Ina has now left.Suggested re contact Derek at college.

Alternative could be Fortrose Academy: DT/Art Dept. 

Information/suggestion leaflets needed about plastics (types, logos etc), waste & recycling info, alternatives to plastic availability, lifestyle change suggestions, campaign info etc

Suggested: to make our own Waxed Food Lids to sell on TBI stall

Constraints: limited space on existing TBI stall

Further development needed – to work on after the Science Festival

Waxed Food Tops Workshop: Workshop booked & advertised under Grow North workshops: date: Sat 22nd June: 10-1pm. Findon Hall, Culbokie. Bring own irons, fabric, wax beads (available online),‘pinking’ shears (if have a pair) & old towel to work on

Campaigning: OURS: re Alternative packaging: See Item 6

Campaigning: OTHERS:

Surfers Against Sewage (SAS): Has map showing plastic free communities

Scrapbook: has an aerial map of Scotland’s coastline which shows 3 categories of beach litter contamination. Encourages people to organise beach cleans, including remote areas only accessible by boat. The Black Isle is currently listed as ‘low level’ category of contamination.

Group decided to sign up to SAS & work towards becoming a ‘plastic free’ community.

Leaflets from these organisations would be useful for stands

Webpage:No one has offered to run the webpage. Peter doing grand job but would still prefer someone else to take over.

Page could include suggestions as to how people can make a difference to the plastic waste problem eg adopt your road and collect litter on a regular basis.

More links needed to appropriate sites: email group as reminder to contact Peter if see any interesting articles etc.

Facebook:Facebook page up & running. Thanks to Konia & Heather for setting it up.

Suggested put a link to the Facebook page from our TBI webpage & vice versa

Terracycle: see Item 7
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	4.

Inverness Eco School

	Communication with Ina now transferred to Louise who runs the college eco nursery school. We have been asked if we could do a talk to the children on plastic waste issues.

Group felt this was not something we could do.

Suggestion to contact H/Land Council Waste Aware Team, to see if they could do it & hand it over to them.


	Penny

	5.

Hub Film Night
	Proposal for TBI to support a plan to run series of ‘Transition’ orientated films at the Hub, Muir of Ord in their community cinema. 1 a month from September to April. A Waste Plastic ‘slot’ has been requested 

Suggested having 2 plastic related films shown on one night. 1 to depict the dire consequences and the other to be encouraging & positive in things that can be done or are already being done to help the problem.

It will also be a chance to promote the group

Group to be emailed again for film ideas: could be Take 1 action films, TED talks etc


	Penny

	6.

Alternative Packaging & Dropbox


	Dropbox:

Continuing access problem. Peter offered to check the dropbox out further. Birgit could do instruction video, if required.

Packaging:

Local Larder & Black Isle Tourism groups have been contacted & fed back that no work has been done re information on local businesses providing plastic packaging alternatives.

H/Land Council Waste Aware Team advises it is not as simple as we thought. Suggests representatives from group go to see them to discuss the alternatives first. Alternatives cannot always be recycled or composted as need to heat to very high temperatures not available to most domestic households & Council do not yet have composting facilities

Moon Market: A new Zero waste market in Muir of Ord.

Last Sunday of month, 12-2pm, Village Hall. Bring own containers. Food stalls, café, 2nd hand & vintage clothing, flowers, upcycled goods 
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	7.

Terracycle
	Organisation promoting the recycling of items not normally available for recycle collection locally. Website provides both paid for & free sponsoredboxes for specific items to be collected. Our group should qualify for a free box as we are part of an organisation. The box would need to be sited on the Black Isle, managed and when full, sent off (free courier) to appropriate collection site. The free boxes are sponsored by the companies who manufacture the items eg Colgate collect their empty toothpaste tubes.

Suggested a trial box be taken each month to one of the TBI markets. eg N Kessock.

Someone needed to further investigate & sign us up to get a box.


	Konia & Heather



	8.

Any Other Business
	Black Isle Show: Wednesday 31st July: Evening, Thursday 1st August: Day

Group has been asked if we would like a stand in the new building

We would need to provide activities.

Further information needed. Confirmation that there is no charge for the stand, times etc. &whether we can run same activities as at the Science Festival.

Aldi: currently selling very inexpensive Bamboo mugs

Book: No More Plastic – What you can do to make a difference: by Martin Dorey

Suggestion that members of the group take a look at it & consider whether it would be good to get some copies to sell on TBI market stall

Email group
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	9.

Date of Next Meeting
	Date to be arranged after the Science Festival
	Penny

	
	
	


